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It's ne m‘rpt that the Central Intelh- v
" gencer, Agency” routme}y" enaages in

economic =spionage around the world.
The CIA’s economic spies are highly -

regarded, and sometimes- give a presi-"
dent.his first. inkling about -whatis...
happening In"the never-nevet land of 3 :
~ dollars;. yens and. marks..It:-was-from -

the CL\,'fcr. example;. that President

Carter fivsk learned.in:1978. that: the:,
United States had shpped fromfirstto i
-

sixth - placu.(.unong thesworlds::
dustrial nations: 7o dunmsnag Friteiil
This unique brand of espionage. may X

be less romantic than’ the James Bond-

stylé*of ming, but it is no less impor- .
-tant Tt has become a major partof the
CIA’s operatiors since the derring-do
“days:of” Wor!d War II and the Cold,ﬂ

""7'

.Indeed, . economie . esplonag(’,\has-

been a.f.um:uom ot American spies-for

more than 200 years. Yet such-is the
absurdity. of the CIA’s obsession. with
secrecy ;h.jxt the very first: economic

espionage- mission- on record—in 1776 -
—is still apparently classified as secret
~ bythespyagency. lwummmniii

The documents that detail thls fledd-
ling entry into. international - intelli--
gence are ‘contained in the CIA'S His~
torical...Intelligence . -Colléction: . “at
Langley. Despite the fact that the in-
formation.- eould - hardly ‘compromise-
U.S.. espionage activities: in:1580;~ the-
record of-America’s first venture into
economxcespxonage isstill classiﬂed as
contidential, 24 st s FSy IR 7T

The .secret- pubhcatxon tells: of. the =
missiomtasslgned. tor one:Williant Cars,

mlchael who was sent toHoHand Iate
in“¥778 in-the guise of"a merchant to

gaininformation for the Committee of -

Secret Correspondence,"j the~ CIA’s

“Carmichael’s - was* Silag’
Deane a lawyer~and” ‘businessman.
-from Wetherstield, Conn., who was

sent to France by. Cofigres§ to- obtain -
military supplies for. the newly, inde- .
»pendent British colomes ‘Deane. inter- --
;- pretéd his‘mandaté. broadly enough. to-.
recruit Carmxchael to-do-a httLe €co~ -
. nomie spying.-
~Deane; “tasked Carxmchael mth a-

Ty ~

number: of- economic-intelligence. re--
quirements,” the CIA’s secret history
discloses. “It.:then quotes agent Car-

" michael’s:repert.to the Committee of ,

Secret ‘Correspondence’from- Amster--
dam:on’ Nov. ‘2, 1776.% 1t was sent"
through a secret mail drop on St. Eus-
tatia Island ancL told- the Revoluuon-
ary CIA: el

“4You ha've been threatened t‘xat the
Ukraine would supply Europe with to-

7 bacco . .. I have seen some of its to-

bacco here, and the best-of.it is worse
thamthe worst of our ground leaf.”

anyGne s guess. It seems unhkely that )
the 204-year-old mail drop on St. Eusta-.

tias: dis-~ in : danger- : of- « being
comptonused aeZe OT, that the quahty

of :Ukrainian. tobaceo. is a secret that 1

must still be protectedziv 5 -
< Moseow. on Muskies C;mxs 'Vances

departure from Foggy Bottom hasn’t

causecL Kremhn Washmgton—watchers

1o lose. any sleep, accordmg to U.S

* lated that, Edmund- Muskie will have;
predecessor in’ the* Continental" Con- -

gress, ;> == ; = Fe - national security-affairs adviser Zbld-

" under no such.illusions. They still see.
. the Polish-born Brzezinski as the man;

"..dént’s reelection’ campaign. Unless.he

~ watceh. .

telligence experts.;* - .- ez
While American pundits have spectr-

more clout at-the ‘White House than

niew: Brzezinski,:~the Russians area

who-has the decisive” mflnonce over;
Carter’s forsign policy. .~ .

Soviet intelligence analysts consxdat:
Muskie’s appointment as strictly a DO
litical move intended to help the presi- 1

stays.on past the November election,”
the Politburo pols will. continue to ass:
sume. that Brzezmskx is the ona to

s »‘:muv’*» : ‘
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